CONTENTS

Acknowledgments vi

Introduction 1

Wi B W N

o)

8
9

Imperial History and Postcolonial Theory 7

The Boundaries of Oxford’s Empire 23

Imperial History and Postcolonial Studies Revisited 39
Exploration and Empire 57

The White Man’s World 73

Debating the End of Empire: Exceptionalism
and its Critics 87

On the American Empire from a British Imperial
Perspective 101

The Means and Ends of Empire 123
The Imperial History Wars 131

Epilogue: Does British History Matter Anymore?
Reflections on the Age of Brexit and Trump 149

Notes 155
Works Cited 177
Index 208



