Contents

U s W DN

o))

List of Maps and Plans

List of Illustrarions

List of Tables and Graphs

Acknowledgments

A Note on Currency and Price-Level Adjustments

Introduction: A History of Ownership, Dispossession,
and Inequality

Who Owned What? Early Debate over Land Rights
and Dispossession

Property Rights in the Nineteenth Century
Written Records and Gendered Strategies to Secure Property
Commodification of Human Beings

Branded in Freedom: The Persistent Commodification
of People

The Erasure of Communal Rights

Global Consumers: West Central Africans and the
Accumulation of Things

Conclusion

Bibliography
Index

page vi
vii

viii

ix

xiii

35
64
97
138

168
198

231
274

278
313


www.cambridge.org/9781316511503
www.cambridge.org

